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jere in its full Extent, 
to oy a of che Rig hts of Princes a- 
bout Matters of 5 cu ig becauſe. 
I ſbould undertake that Province with 
the Freedom and Exactneſs the Subject 
quires, I ſhould trouble you. with a large 
Volume inſtead. of a Letter: But I am 
willing only to give you two or three Ob- 
fervations of my own, which I conceive 
very eſſential to lead vou into a clear Laght 


and Knowledge of it. 
"The / is, That in Matters of Religi« 


on, more than in any thing elſe, all Ex- 
tremities ought to 4; — 


* 


Fi 


2 A Letter concerning 


will but pleaſe to be at the trouble 


of reading what has been vritten there- 
upon, you will ſoon find, that when any 
one wants to make Choice of an Opini- 
on, be the Subject-Matter what it will, 
he will, for the moſt part, take the Medi- 
um, without any farther Enquiry; and it 
is _ ſafeſt Way almoſt in every thing ſo 
to do. 
Popery is utterly againſt Toleration : 
Thoſe that are reckoned the Careleſs and 


= Indifferent, or, if you pleaſe, Latitudina- 
rians, would with all their Hearts have it 


to be Univerſal : And as for the Wiſe 
Men, that are for keeping a Middle-Way 
between them. both, they would Tolerate 
a great deal, but not All. 

There are ſome Authors, who have 
wrote on the Abſolute Power of Sove- 


reigns, and fo have run all into Extremes. 


They have laid down Maxims fitter for 
making Ty rants, and flattering the Op- 
preſſors of Truth, and Breakers of Trea- 
ties, than for Defending and Maintaining 

Others have carry'd things the quite 


contrary way : They would have Princes 
not to meddle at all in Matters of Religion, 


but would leave every Body to their own 


particular Genius and Humour; and poſſi- 


bly they would go fo far as to tolerate e- 
. ven 


* 


an Unlimited T oleration. 3 


ven the 7; 2 and Hleatheniſp Miſſiona- 
ries, and ſufter them to preach, and co 
rupt Souls, and even to grant them pub- | 
lick Places of Worſhip; or at leaſt, per- 
mit them a free Exerciſe of Religion in 

their own Private Houſes. They thin | 
that Princes ought not to take upon them f 
to reform the Abuſes and Tenents of their 
Subjects, but rather to let every Body 

Preach and Believe as they pleaſe, andi in 

their own Way. 

In ſhort, That the Prince's Authority 

ought by no Means to extend to any of 

thoſe things; but only to endeavour to 

make every Body live as peaceably and ea- 

ſily as he can, with one another.. 

| 7 muſt” alſo adviſe you, in the ſecond 
Place, that this laſt Extreme is beyond 
Compariſon much more Culpable than the 
other, and ſeems to reach even to Madneſs 
it ſelf ; For what can be more remote from 
Wiſdom and good Senſe, than this Extra- 
vagant Opinion ? Every one, you know, 
in his Station, is obliged: to do all he can 
to promote the Glory of God, to eſtablith 
Truth, and deſtroy. 4 Seng 
laveth, and maketh a Lye ; to 
preſerve Purity in Religion, and endea- 
vour to reſtore it, when it is loſt: And 
ſhall the Prince alone be excluded from ſo 
pecellary and W a Duty ? 
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F arther ; * 
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Farther; Every one is obliged to ſerve 
herein, according to that Character where- 


with God has endowed him. The Learn- 
ed Man ought to contribute what he can 


to it with his Learning; the Wiſe Man 
with his Wiſdom; the Eloquent Man with 


his Eloquence ; and the Rich Man with 


his Wealth and Abundance. And ſhall the 
Prince only be deprived of Exerciſing his 


Authority in this Matter, which is his 
proper Character, and what is peculiarly 
due to him: Why then ſhould this Au- 


thority be thus rejected Ho comes it 
to paſs, that all the Characters, which are 


in the ſeveral other Offices of Human Life, 
ſhould enter into the Deſigns of God for 
Eſtabliſhing and Maintaining his Truth; 
and that the Regal Authority alone ſhould 
be exempted from it: 

Certainly no Reaſon can be” given to 


Juſtify this wonderful Maxim, nor an In- 


ſtance ſhewn in Hiſtory for it. 


But, 'on the contrary, we find in the Sa 
cred Seriptures, that God commanded Prin- 
ces, who are his Yicegerents, to keep and 


preſerve the Purity of Religion by their 
own Authority; nay, even ſo far as Capi- 


rally to puniſh thoſe chat ſhould eee 
lg wax of 12 


{1414 We | 
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„Wr bel. FO how that from time 
to time God raiſed up Judges ( that is to 
ſay, doyereign Magiſtrates) among the 
People of HJrael, who made uſe of their 
3 for the Baniſhing of all Kinds of 
Falſe awe pro as" well as thoſe, chat bad 
nen th em. 


nb — hicnſelf fo much in the 
Buſineſs of Religion, that we may indeed 
ſay, he put his laſt Hand to, and finiſhed the 
Eecleſiaſtical Government, and Diſcipline 


e Door- Keeper, Sc. 


Solina after lieckad built a moſt * 
— Temple for the Service of God, 
undertook alſo himſelf to Conſecrate and 
Dedicate it by a moſt Excellent 
Prayer; which was the Office - i Kings 8, 
of an Eccleſiaſtick. ole 


| And ſo the Kings So Hedekiab, and 


thority i in reſtoring the Purity of the Di- 
vine Worſhip, which had been almoſt de- 
firop d by their we oer 514415 


B35 And 


of the Antient Church, by ſettling the 
different Orders of Prieſts for Sacrifices, 


Jo ah, made uſe of their particular Au- 


6 A | Letter concerning 


And 1 cannot imagine there bare been 
any Fanaticks fo far diſturbed in theie 
Heads, as ever to think em 4 to mae 
for their fo doing. bo TORT. 


* Princes: akin not to oaks theiy 
Authority, for bringing their Subjects back 
again to their Duty, and the true Worſhip 
of their Holy Religion, when it had been 
corrupted thro the Abuſes made by the 
Authority of another ill Prince, the true 
Religion would be 1 loſt for ch and 
that without emed OL 5-5 
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for his Succeſſor « cannot ads 15 * 
any kind of Authority to recover thoſe who 
have Erred by Authority. All that re- 
mains for him to do, is, To make Choice 
of good Preachers, Who ſhall repreſent to 
thoſe that are in Error, that they are out 
ol the Right Way; that they are become 
Idolaters; that they cannot ſerve two Ma- 
ſters; that God requires their whole Heart, 
and will be ſerved only in Spirit n in 
wen with Purity and bw: oa; tals 


f 1 they mit: not bale with their 
| Churches, nor take away their Altars, or 
FEI Idols: Only tell them, Serve them, 
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an Unlimited Tolerutiun. 7 


if you will, but he will take it ill of you; 
but if you will abandon them, you nn be | 
kindly receiv'd oy bim. 111 


Naw: it ſeems to me, that God may with 
qread Right and Juſtice make uſe of the 
ſame Means for Eſtabliſhing his Kingdom, 


that Falſhood uſurps for Etabliſhing her 


own ; provided thoſe Means are not ” Evil 
in themſelves. 


has 1 never FRI it; yet 5 that Au- 
chority, and the r: . uſe of it, is 


Eri! in it ſelf. And if Fn let us rn 


The 8 ghee: ud = Elo 0 oquence, 


Science, . and Perſuaſion, for the Eftablith. 


ing of his Falſhood ; and ſhall. not God 
make uſe of the ſame Means for bſtabliſh- 
ing his Truth? Again, 


8 * 


: — 911 85 
The Devil makes uſe of Promiſes, 


Threatnings, Fear and Hope; and God 
| taxes the lame Method, 


The Devil makes ls. of Fraud, Yio- 


3 Murther, Sc. But God does not 


take theſe e | beeauſe theſe are 
Evil 1n themlelyes... Re OOTY H 


ww 4,4. 4 AN. * as : » : ; 4 Pay 4 ox af 
B B 8 


and other Princes of the Empire; have 


| 8 A Laie enten 


* 


But can ſee no > add; why the Devil 
ſhould make uſe of an Authority, which is 
good in it ſelf, or at leaſt indifferent ; and 
that God ſhould be debarr'd from making 7 
good uſe of it, for Eſtabliſhing and Main- 


taining his True Religion, by Perſons whom 


he hath appointed to Govern the . 


committed to their Charge. 


Can any body deny, that Paganiſm was 


rooted out of the World by the Influence 


and Authority of the Roman Emperors ? 


And may we not as (confidently affirm, 
without being thought Fool-hardy, that 


Fleatheniſm would have yet continued in 


it, and Three Parts in Four of Europe have 
been ſtill Heathens, if Conſtantine and his 


Succeſſors had not made uſe of their Au- 


thority, for the . and N 


of them : 2 


} 


But, pray, . "he Ways hack God made 


aſe of in theſe laſt Ages, for Re-eſtabliſh- 
ing the True Religion in the Het? The 
Kings of Sueden, Denmark, and England, 
the Sovereign Magiſtrates in Swiſſerland, 
the Low-Countries ( or Holland ) the Hans, 


or Free-Towns in Germany, the Electors, 


they 
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an Unlimited Toleration. 9 
they not all exerted their Authority for 


the pulling down the Strong · Holds * Po- 
e 


But theſe People 4 a great Mind to 
reduce us to a very ſtrange Condition, 
The. Popiſh Writers, to convince us, i 


they were able, chat our Reformation was a 
down. right Schiſm, ſay, That it Was be- 
gun in a Tumultuous Manner, and made 


without any Order in the World; That 
two or three Peeviſh Hot. headed Monks 
ſtirred up the People, and ſo by their own 


Authoriry they CES: n the: > Remi 
Churets. ©! cf, 


To this we Anſwer; That the Fact 2 
not true; and we object to them, That in 
2 Scotland, Swiſſerland, Nee and 

where elſe, it was done by the Su- 
N Civil Authority, that ordered. di- 


vers Learned Perſons to look into, and 


thoroughly to Examine the Grounds,of the 


Chriſtian Religion, and to alter the Man- 
ner of Worſhip, and reſtore the Purity of 


its Service with Decene * and Good Order. 


„* | * N * 


ee eee 

alledaa all that we do makes agaigſt us: 
For they tell us, ant ban Prince s Autho- 
3 rity 
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But I can ſee no opti why the Devil 
ſhould make uſe of an Authority, which is 
good in it ſelf, or at leaſt indifferent ; and 
that God ſhould be debarr d from making a 
good uſe of it, for Eſtabliſhing and Main- 


taining his True Religion, by Perſons whom 
he hath appointed to Govern the en 


committed to their Charge. 


Can any body deny, that Paganiſm was 


rooted out of the World by the Influence 
and Authority of the Roman Emperors 2 


And may we not as confidently affirm, 
without being thought Fool-hardy, that 


Fleatheniſm would have yet continued in 
it, and Three Parts in Four of Europe have 
been ſtill Heathens, if Conſtantive and his 


Succeſſors had not made uſe of their Au- 


thority, for the ſuppreſſing and deſtroying 


of them : 2 


But, pray, ated Ways 125 God made 
aſe of in theſe laſt Ages, for Re-eſtabliſh- 


ing the True Religion in the Weſ# > The 


Kings of Sueden, Denmark, and England, 


the Sovereign Magiſtrates in Swiſſer land, 
the Low- Countries (or Holland) the Hans, 
or Free-Towns in Germany, the Electors, 
and other Princes of the Empire; have 


they 
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chey not all exerted their Authority for 
the pulling down the Strong - Holds * Po- 


 pery? 


But theſe Prople have a great Mind to 
reduce us to a very ſtrange Condition. 


The Popiſb Writers, to convince us, if 


they Were able, that our Reformation was a 


down. right Schiſm, ſay, That it was be- 
gun in a Tumultuous Manner, and made 
without any Order in the World; That 


two or three Peeviſh Hot. headed Monks 
ſtirred up the People, and ſo by their own 
Authority they SOT: fm the. ß 
Church. R | 


To this we Anſwer; That 55 Fat 3 


not true; and we object to them, That in 
England, Scotland, Swiſſerland, Geneva, and 
every here elſe, it was done by the Su- 


preme Civil Authority, that ordered di- 


vers Learned. Perſons to look into, and 
thoroughly to Examine the Grouads of the 


Cbriſtian Religion, and to alter the Man- 
ner of Worſhip, and reſtore the Purity of 
its Amate wirh Decen 


| * and Goon We 


4651 we fhould believe. pr BY our r. Enemies 


Allg all that we do makes againſt us: 


For they tell us, that the Prince s Autho- 
: rity 


10 A Letter concerning 


rity was got by Uſurpation; and that is it 
which: makes the Reforwarion faulty/a and vi- 
cious. 


We are very raſh indeed,” in condemn- 

ing the Ways which the Divine Pro- 
vidence hath conſtantly made uſe of, for 
Settling the True Religion: But ſtill we 
muſt always except the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity, and its Preſervation; where- 
in God was willing at that time, (to car- 
ry on his own moſt Holy Purpoſes, and 
Gracious Ends) to admit ſome: wilbie and 
ſenſible Miracles: Therefore he would not 
ſuffer any Human Authority to be con- 
_ cern di in it. | 


. 5 


But excepting cis Place i in the Hiſtory | 
of the Church, we ſee conſtantly,” I ra 
every-where, that God admits the Autho- 
rity of the Supreme Power to eſtabliſh and 
maintain the True Religion, and to deſtroy 
that which 1 is Falſe. uy gn 


The Ti bird Advice I' wou Id * — to 
give you, is, To take care that you be not 
caught by the Cheat of Intereſt, which has 

been the great Cauſe of all thoſe ſtrange 
Alterations in the Doctrine of the Church. 
Wien the Chriſtians had not the Authority | 
in 


an Unlimited Toleration. 11 


in their own Hands, but it was all directly 
againſt them; they then cryd out grie- 
vouſly that Conſeiences were not to be 
forced; but only perſuaded, won and 
reduced by the Power of Truth! They 
complained of Perſecution, not only for 
the ſevere and unjuſt Puniſnments they 
_ ſuffer'd, but alſo becauſe they were depri- 
ved of their Churches, and forbid their 
aſſembling themſelves together in them: 
But when that Authority proved to be on 
their Side, they made their beſt Advanta- 
ges of it. We dont ſee any where that 
the Fathers cry d out againſt thoſe Empe- 
rors, who. forbad the Worſhipping of I- 
dols, cauſed their Temples to be deſtroyed, 
and put an End to their Superſtitious 


1 , 
: 7” 


J am mightily afraid, Sir, that a preſent 
Intereſt ſhould carry you thus into a Mi- 
ſtake ;' becauſe that Tntereſt is preſent and 

preſſing. We ſhould: have extreamly re- 
joiced, if the French Court would have 
been perſuaded of the Truth of this Maxim, 
That it was a Diabolical thing to exert 
their Authority in Matters of Religion, but 
that every body ought to be left to the 
Freedom of their own Conſciences. 


* 
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q p. ” 1 5 4 


If 
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þ Oanib ll: 11 36d eK neo 15 12 1 
| If ſuch a Maxim Would obtain i at 
| this Time of Day, it would be very Joyful 
1 News to a great many poor Suffering Peo- 
1 ple: But it is much to be feared, that for 
h the ſmall Profit which might be reaped 
from it, the Church would run the hazard 
of ſuffering very extreamly thereby, and 
we poſſibly might be brought to retract all 
we have ſaid of this matter ſome years 
hence. For if the Kings of France 4 
Spain ſhould come to make uſe of their 
Authority to Baniſh the Popiſn Religion 
: on of their Dominions, as the Kings of 
gland and Sueden have done, we ſhould 


„ * ; : . ; 5 . 
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mY ſo far from blaming them, or from diſ- 
liking. their Proceedings, ut we. ſhould e 
highly applaud them, and bleſs: God far 4 
their ſo doing, © 

ram Gare this muſt hap pen one time or a 


181 other; For che Holy Ghaſt has 
Apocdypſe,. ſaid himſelf, That the-tings of 
16 17-32 the Earth, who have given Power | 

to the Beaft, ſhall take it from 
1 and frip her netted, and ent ber Feeſh, 


It was by the Aare of the: Weſtern 

Kings that the Empire of Popery was ſet 
up; and the ſame Authority will one time 
or 
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» 4 - % - : £ 4 4 ans? * : TE 
1 > a — W bs _ 


2 


W 


3 At 5 
*. 


an Unlimited T oleration. 13 
or other pull it down again: And this will 
be entirely conformable to the Deſign and 
Will of God, and therefore we ſhall have 


no teaſon to diflike it. Now that we may 


be always uniform in our Sentiments, let 


$4 be always found in the Truth which 


never changes; and not regulate our Senti- 
ments according to thoſe e which 
are ee every: my 


Theſe e Ne are Gris) for my 


| Di which is to make you ſenſible; 


that there never was any Maxim leſs agree 


able to good Senſe, than this, vi- That 
the Prince's Authority ought never to 
% be made uſe of about the Means which 


Are inſtrumental in Eſtabliſhing or Maim / 
YN raining the: True Religion. | 
V5 Ne 112 81 "4 


I might here, if 1 would, prove to you, 
That Chriſtian and Orthedas Princes have 


now almoſt every - where the Supreme 
Power in Spirituals as well as in Tempo- 


rals, and that they are the Real Protectors 
of the Church. I, VInc o ne 


199-2019 sio 03 h „Moa! 


91 But taking thels: things . e as 
they are Matters of Fact, and conſequently 
"moſt certain, That Princes may make uſe 
* their Authority for 8 Idolatry, 


Super- 
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command you immediately to adore eus 
Chriſt, and believe the Tenents of the 


I command you preſently to go to Maſs, 


1 4 Letter nan 


- Superſtitiom:and Hereſy Vet I would give 


you > Fourth Advice, that ſo you 


may not deceive your ſelf about the Mea - 


ſure of their Authority, and what they 


may lawfully uſe in Matters of Religion; 


becauſe there are certain Bounds: to bel put 
os r. % 23816291 1060 be z ns 10 


As "= Tallis, POT amd, 
nor force a Man believingly to worſhip a- 
gainſt his Cenſcience; nor ſay to him, I 


Chriſtian Religion, or elſe you ſhall Die. 


to renounce your Religion, or 3 — be 
plundered, and ruined by Dragoons; you 


ſhall be haraſſed and tormented Night f 


and Day, till you _ __ 


In ſuch Caſes, this Maxim nber 
i That Religion is to be u won 1 e 
on, but not : by Force. 


This Kan is ww 8 way to tacks 
Men Hypocrites, and to Profane the very 
Myſteries: of Religion it ſelf. Tis to 
overthrow the Laws, both Human aud 


Divine. In this Reſpect, the Authors 
who have wrote upon that Subject, are 


ö 
l 
: 
1 
: 


It 
1 


* 


© 
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„ 
* 
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in t 


e Right: And it is ſo plain a Truth 
in it ſelf, and ſo well approved of at this 


l that: ol muſt be Steel'd with a 
Scar d Conſdjence; not to be ſenſible of 


it. God himſelf never made uſe of ſuch 


Means as theſe, for eſtabliſhing: Chriſtiani- | 


55 or ferring Up? the e 


if ſome Eipbrors have ereceded theis 
own Laws on this Account; If in theſe 
laſt Times ſome Reforned States have 
made too ſevere Regulations, this is pure- 
ly Human; it has been extorted from them 


by ſome raſh, bigotted, and fiery Zealots 


of the Church; and, in ſhort, was only 
an Effect of Human Policy: But no 
Body can ſay that theſe were the Methods, 
which God took' in the ſerting up of his 
Religion; for ſuch were never practiſed. 
Thole rigorous" Laws were nothing elle, 


but Phantoms to frighten People out of 


their Reaſon, and r out of their Re- 
8 ah too. 53 405 | 


we Gon veg: any Neve, that the 
Chriſtian Emperors ever \ puniſhed any 


Heathens for refuſing to acknowledge 


Feſus Chriſt as their Redeemer and Sa- 
viour, and to participate of his Sacred 


Myſteries ; nor do I believe that there 


dC 3 ever 


Gir 


Numb 33. 52, 
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ever was any Example of Heatbhens being 


Puniſhed purely upon the Account of ha- 
ving Sacrificed to their Idols; tho this, 
latter Severity was not by far ſo deteſta- 
ble as the former: And if any ſuch were 
found, it muſt be in the corrupt Ages of 
the Church ſince the Eighibh Century; 


. 
4 


viz. When the true Maxims of Chriſtiani- 


ty were almoſt quite aboliſhed and loſt. 


But alas! What ſignifies. Authority a- 
gainſt any Religion that is falſe? We need 
only to conſult the Hiſtory of the Church. 
without ever making -uſe of our Reaſon, 
to have a ſufficient Idea and Knowledge 
4 


Let us ſee then, what thoſe Princes have 


done, who received their Authority from 


God, and were approved of by the whole 
Church. The Kings of Vrael, that they 
might eſfectually purge and cleanſe the 
Church, deſtroyed Molten Ima- 
ges, cut down the Groves, de- 
maoliſh'd all the High Places, in- 
terdicted Sacrificing to Idols, and drove out 
the Strangers from thence, who had ſedu- 
ced the Land by their Abominations. 


Exod. 34. 13. 
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The Chriſtian Emperors following their 
Example, and making uſe of their Autho- 
rity, did the like to the Heathens, by pul- 


ling down their Temples, burning their Pi- 


ctures and Images, prohibiting the Worſhip 
of their ſtrange Gods, and putting Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel into the Places of their 


Falſe Prophets and Doctors; and ſuppreſ- 
ſing all their Books, they cauſed them to 
4 and wholſome Doctrine to 


They aboliſhed Arrianiſm, by depriving 
the Arrians of their Churches, 0 which 


they had before uſurped from the Orthodox) 
and by turning out their falſe Biſhops, and 


ſubſtituting others in their room, that were 


The Reformed Princes got Popery rooted 
out of their Dominions, by taking from the 
Prieſts their Pulpits, and putting into them 


ſuch Men as were found in their Doctrine, 
pure in their Morals, and exemplary in 
their Lives; by burning their Images, 


and cauſing their Relicks to be buried un- 


der Ground, and by their prohibiting all 


-manher of Idolatrous Worſhip. So far 


have they been in theſe things from acting 


, 4 4s 4 


a +» contrary 
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. contrary to the Divine Law,. that they | have 
entirely obey'd, its Rules and Orders. Se: 


For it is the Will of God, « That the 
ee Kings of the Earth ſhould | ſtrip p the 
te Beal and break down his Image. ” No 
good Proteſtant has ever deny Th it to this 
Day, nor will ever any Man of Senſe con- 
ceive otherwiſe... Theſe things have been 
always ſo, and by God's Grace will always 
thus be, maugre all the Endeavours of 
Libertines, and wicked Men to the con- 

trary. N 


But they will 7 perhaps, that (IP: 
you give a Power and Right to Heretical 
and, Popzſh. Princes to perſecute the True 
Church, or at leaſt that they may do it ; 
And if they proceed no farther than to 
take away your Churches, forbid all Pub- 
lick Service, and baniſh. your Miniſters, 
there will be no great Occaſion of Com- 
plaining. This is what theſe Gentlemen 
do ſay, and repeat over and over to you 
every Day, and inſiſt upon it, and will 
hearken to no manner of Reaſon you can 


offer againſt them: Therefore all thoſe 
who are not of their Opinion, are by them 
accounted but as meer Animals. But they 
will give me leave, I hope, to return _ 
tne 
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the fame Compliment, and to tell them, 


that their Bliadneſs is too great "ome © ta 


(EVP moin He o 100 } eint 
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- For this | Objedion.j very ng Pa - 


beyond Imagination, as I will 
inſtantly. Becauſe a King hath a Right to 
puniſh. Malefactors; has therefore a Ty- 
rant a Right to inflict the fame Pi 
ment on the Innocent: 
may poſſibly have a Right to raiſe ſome 
reaſonable 8 e Support of his 


unbecoming Men of Parts, and e "hes [moſt 


( dont ſay this) Government; Muſt;ſuch 


a one therefore have a Right to levy, what 
Sums he pleaſes upon his People by exor- 
bitant Taxes and open Plunders ? Becauſe 
ſome People have a Right to deny 9 ing 
Obedience to a Tyrant, Have they there- 
fore a Right to reſuſe Obeying Princes in 


4 their nd bow ful Commands: 2 Becauſe 
a Prince has à Right to promote the Truth, 


and to defend and protect it, Has he there- 
fore a Right to eſtabliſh Wer and Idola- 
; fry en, Nn rin 4 
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In ſhort; ; 3 Prince ph, 
to frye; God by his Authority, Has he 


therefore any Right to make uſe of the 
y fame Antaafity: for the Devil 8 as 0 
n Tuheſe 


ew vou 


Becauſe a Prince 
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i Theſe are, I 75 ach Mentees Ab- 
* ſurdities, ( not to call them Trifatuations) 
| that they have ſomething in them of Pro- 
Hay; ; and are ſuch Extravagancies, that 
ſcarce Ls to Human Nature to con- 
ceive. 11 0% „ 2 OE. ks 165 4 
"In a word hex! ; We muſt ted rto this 
met certain and moſt evident Maxim of 
St. Paul, That we Gn 4⁰ nothing 
Kr. pr * againſt the Truth; But for the 
| Truth.” There is no Right, where there is 
no Juſtice nor Truth. For it is Juſtice and 
Truth, that give the Right.” 100% 0 B 


, 
a 7 . 


Now, 1 have proved this iim tho 
1 dont believe it ſtood in any need of 
proof; for it carries Self. Conviction along 
"with it, and is the Evidence of the firſt | 
Principles of Morality, ſuch as 
Rem. eh theſe, | hat we 1 N. Ty 4 TO 
every on one their dhe," ATT 
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_ That a King, be he an Idolater, 2 Papiſt, 
2 Heathen, or What he will, believes that 
he has the Truth on his ſide, and conſe- 
"quently that he has 4 Right to do for his 

N Exh 3 „ what the Orthodox 

| | Princes 


| ian 
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| Princes do for theirs, which they know to 
be abſolute Truth. And here lies the 


grand Illuſion, which has been often con- 
teſted, and 1 dare ſay almoſt as often 
baffled and refuted; That an Erroneous 
Conſcience has the fame Privileges a as one 
that is Orthodox. 


New this'is very abfirtd; as 51 | hall wle 


appear by this plain Inſtance; That a King, 


becauſe he ſhall fancy that a Robber (but 


of a Farthing) deſerves. Death, as much 


as if he had ſtolen a Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds; He therefore ſhould be in the 


Right in ſnatching a Child from his Mo- 


ther, and condemn him to be hang'd, be- 


cauſe he had Robb d her of 4 few . Far- 
things; and thar he had acquired by this 

his conceited: head-ſtrong Opinion, a Right 
to burn thoſe, who ſhould. Marry a Se- 


_ cond Wife, becauſe a Second Marriage, in 


his deluded Imagination, is a kind of In- 
ceſt and Sodomy. At this rate, none but 
thoſe whoſe Minds' are captivated to the 
laſt degree, can ſay, that an Idolatrous 
Prince hath the ſame Right to eſtabliſn 
Idolatry, as an Orthodox Prince hnath to 
maintain the True and e Reli- 


8 One 
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"One of theſe Anthon: nn 
ſhamefully makes uſe of a certain Popiſh 
Writer, who affirms, That Protefant5have 
no Authority. to uſe the Romzſh Church af- 
ter the. ſame Manner as: She uſes. them; 
| becauſe that Church is the Mother, and 
Proteſtants are but her Rebellious Children. 
But the Folly and Jeſt: of it has never car- 
ry'd them ſo far, as to maintain, that Re. 
volted Children; have the ſame Right over 


ien Father, as the Father has over 


Whether this Author has not t well digeſt. 
ed his Syſtem ; or that he had a Mind at 


firſt to Tanceal - himſelf; or rather (and 5 He 


what ſeems, more probable ) that the 
Strength of Truth prevailed over his Pre- 
judices, thought it better to turn his Ar- 
gument into Ridicule: For he adds, that 
the Rea ſon of this, is, Becauſe there is no- 
thing more ridiculous, than to argue by 
Suppoſing what is indeed the ne in 
Queſtion: r i - 0180 
| Now this 3 e ſor 8 
that the Romiſh Church is the Walen and 
We the Proteſtants are her Rebellious Chil: 
dren. And here lies the Fallacy : But it is not 


ex. 
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explained by this Maxim, that tlie Mother 

has any Rights, which thoſe She calls 
her Revolted Children have not; tho theſe. 
ſame Children ſhould be in an Error, and 
yet believe themſelves very * grounded . 
in their Opinion. 


He then, that is in the wrong in his Sup- 
poſition, cannot have any Right in its 
Conſequences. The Idolatrous Prince is in 

| tlie Mfong, in ſuppoſing that the Reformed 
; Religion is an Hereſy ; and therefore he can 

have no Right to do any thing againſt the 
Reformed ROTOR 


K theſe Gentlemen would but ole to 
conſider things a little more 85 5457 they 
would ſoon find their Deluſion to proceed 
only from the Depravity of their Judg- 
ment, and the Falſeneſs of their Meaſures. 
The Miſtake of one ſmall Word for ano- 
ther, frequently deceives them, and puts 
them quite beſide the Cuſhion. If they 
ſhould put the Word Occaſion, tor Inſtance, 
im the room of that of Right in their Ob- 
jiection, they will ſeem to be in the Right. 
Io confeſs it is true, that if we ſhould af. 
firm, That Orthodox Princes may exerciſe © 
their Authority in ſuppreſſing any falſe Re- 
Bro K cooks we may ſeem to give Occaſſon, or 
. 9 Handle 


2+ A Letter concerning 


Handle to Hereticts, and Princes that 
worſhip Idols, to perſecute the True 
Church; yet however, it will not from 
thence follow (nor is it nue) chat“ we Se 
them a Ry to do ſo. . 

We may ſeem 1 to give them an Occaſion 
to do it, becauſe they don't fail to tell us 
{o : Since they are the Rights of Truth, i 
I, who. am in the Truth, ought to im⸗ 
prove it the beſt IL can. But ſuppoſe it 


were true, what is then to be done in ſuch; | 
A Cale? Is it not an Evil without a Reme- 


dy 2 Tis a Misfortune that proceeds from 
the Truth, but that is Accidentally: - Do 


whatever you can think of, enlarge as 
much as you pleaſe, or leſſen and diſpenſe 


with the Rights of the True Religion; yet 


that which 1s falſe will always uſurp them, 


under the Pretence, that it is the True 
Religion. And becauſe of this, muſt we 
never ſpeak of the Rights of ths: Tra 4 


Religion, and- of; us Fripilegts 550 


After all pony is to ha: faid, ou 4 kg 
which they pretend we giye to thoſe that 
Perſecute, is very frivolous and trifling. 
Firſt, becauſe, it is not that which former: 
ly inſpired the Houſe of Auſtria, and now 
at this s Daycdoes ibis She, French, Court, 
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with a Deſign to perſecute Proteſtants. In 
the Second Place, becauſe. Perſecutors ex- 
ceed the Limits permitted by us who pro- 
feſs the True Religion: They Burn, they 
Hang, they Compel, c. which we are. 
not ſuffered to 3 Thirdly, Becauſe; nei- 
ther do we allow, that the Truth has any 
Right to break Treaties, or violate the 
Faith that is given to Hereticks, And 
Laſtly, becauſe the Miſchief, which would 
redound to the Church by this Maxim, 
( if it were eſtabliſhed; That Princes ought 
never to make uſe of their Authority in Mat- 
ters of Religion, would be a thouſand 
times worſe, than the Sufterings and Mi- 
ſeries it now lies under. For Popery will 
never be deſtroy'd, but by the Authority 
of thoſe Princes who have ſet it up, and 
eſtabliſhed it; and Paganiſm, as | have 
ſaid already, would be Kill in Being and 


Reigning, under yea ab of this falſe 
im. b 5 


Let us ſay then, if you as that v we 
do not give Occaſion to Perſecutors to do 


what they do; but rather that we furniſh 


them with a ſpecious Excuſe and Pretence 
for ſo doing. Yet this is, in my humble 
Opinion, but a ſmall Evil, in compariſon 
of the Good which may be 090 from 
Truth. . | 1 will 


q 4 1 4. 
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5 1 will not now urge any falcher upon 
this Subject; For I am fully perſuaded, 
that thoſs Gentlemen of Wit who will 
not ſubmit to theſe Arguments, will never 
become CONE vy . Yolunes, O77 


* 


I am, 
TH 


? SA 
1 


STR, 


Tours, &c. 


J 1 "IE , i 


4 - N . 4 ö * 
14 8 1 3 4. on d 9 ky | f 8 
j ; we 
- ah ** * 2 by 

—— — —P—b— —-— _— 
+ * . { my „ WS. 7 . . 7 , 

=» ; + I c I & - 3 24 1 d * = 

F 4 . 5 | 8 N * 9 * * a wes it „ „0 # 4 4 * * o * A wy 4 + ww 1 5 - ” : 
* 4 . 2 we... 


BO 0 x8 Printed for J. enen, 
© at the Buck and Sun againſt St. Dun- 
ſtan s Church, in Fleetſtreet. 


* JT: 


IR Bulfride Whithecke's Memorials of the 
0 Engliſh Affairs, from the earlieſt Account 

| © of Time, to the End of the Reign of King 
James the Firſt, Publiſhd by V. Penn, Eſq; 


witha Preface by James lou M. D. Fol. 
Price FEWER 


3 Chun ae of 5 3 of. the A 85. 
| with the Moral Characters of Theophraſtus, 
- tranſlated from the Greek, To which is pre- 
- *fix'd, an Account of his Life and Writings ; 
0 . dela Bruyere. « Made Engliſh by ſeveral 
Hands. To which is added, an Original 
0 Chapter of the Manner of Living with Great 
Men; with the Characters of the Court, Ar- 
my, Se. of Great Britain; Boo. Price 6 5. 


„he 0 Vein of the Works of Mr. 
3 155 liam Shakeſpear : Containing Venus and Ado- 
nu, Tarquin and Lucrece; with Critical Re- 
marks on his Plays. To which is prefix d, an 
Efſay on the Ari, Riſe, and Progreſs of the Stage 
in Greece, ROME, and W 3 pr. 5. 


oh 4 cler Hiſtory ＋ Addreſſes from their 
Origin under Oli ver Cromwell, to the Year 
1710. By one very near of Kin to the Author 
a of The Tale ef a Tub; 8vo. * 


* 


331 
4 Plyſic cian's | PhylaGlick againſt a 1 8 V- 
aces Or, an Anſwer to a Book abuſively In- 
tituled, The Ri ghts of the Chriſtian Church Ar- 
ted. By Geo, Cary 4 ns 8 vo. ” 6s. 7 a 
| e 


Ine. 
aw 


SL Hf 


\ 


* 


ne "The Antics) f St. PRer's Church at 
Hal winſtr, with the Monuments curiouſly 


Engtaven; 30 80. Pr. 75 64. 
The Epe Lb . ; TP new . of hs, 
flruments, conſiſt ing af Precedents, fitted for 
the Uſe of Attotneys, 'Eccleſiaſtical;Perſons, 
Scriveners, Merchants, Sollicitors, Owners of 
Ships, and generally for all Perſons. 'concerti'd © | 
in Trade and Commerc 21 Being the complea- 
teſt Collection of its Size and Nature hitherto 
e 3 800. PE 125 6d. | 
: en 
eie of the Briziſh Fleets and Senates 
in the Mediterranean, Ann. 1708, 709. Where 
in an Account is given of the Reduction of 
' Sardignia, Minorea, the late Sieges of Port 
' Dflaon, Alicant, and Denia; with Deſcriptions 
of the moſt unfrequented Places touch d by the 
Fleet; of the Court of Barcelona, their: Maje- 
ties Reſiding imit, and of our Neighbouring 
Royal Allies their Majeſties of Portugal. To 
which is annexed, a Curſory View of Naples, 
the Curioſities near Boig, and. Cardinal Gri- 
mani s Reception of the Officers belonging to 
the \Britiſh Fleet. By the Reverend Mr. Taub- 
man, Chaplains in the Royal Navy; 30 555 3 EST 
The Works of Mr. A Cowlg,; in Two 
h Conſiſting of thoſe which were 
formerly Printed, — thoſe which he deſigned . 
for the Pref. - Publiſh'd- out of the Author's 
Original Conies:;; with the Cutler of Coleman- 
ſtreet, The X' th, Late, adorn d with EDD ; 
Page | 


